“How will we know it’s
us without our past?”
-John Steinbeck

About Us
Carthage Historic Preservation is a nonprofit, community-based membership
organization focusing on historic
preservation in Carthage, Missouri. Our
mission is to educate citizens about the
economic, environmental, and cultural
benefits of historic. CHP finances its
preservation efforts through fundraising,
including membership dues, donations,
grants, tours and rentals of historic Phelps
House, and annual events.

P.O. Box 375
Carthage, MO 64836
—
417-358-1776
—
www.carthagehistoricpreservation.org
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Why Is Historic
Preservation
Important for
Carthage?
Can you imagine Carthage without the
Jasper County Courthouse, our wonderful
downtown Square, the Boots Motel with
its connection to Route 66, or our
numerous beautiful historic homes and
buildings? These structures connect us to
our past and to the prominent civic and
business leaders who settled here after
the Civil War and contributed
immensely to the growth of Carthage.
Without a commitment to save what
makes Carthage special, we would
become just another small city. We must
work together to honor Carthage’s rich
and significant heritage and find ways to
restore and preserve the
places that make our
community so
special.

Community
Historic preservation allows for collective
memories and a sense of identity and
community pride. There are real “Places in
the Heart” shared by our community.
Perhaps you have memories of cruising
Boots Drive-in or watching a movie at the
Route 66 Drive-in. Did you or your children
attend Mark Twain Elementary School, now
over 100 years old?

Environment
Preservation is the original green
movement. All of the materials, labor and
energy used to construct an older building
have already been used, resulting in
significant carbon savings over new
construction. Preservation saves not just the
past, but also the future.

“There may have been a time when
preservation was about saving an
old building here and there, but
those days are gone. Preservation is
the business of saving
communities.”
-RICHARD MOE,
NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Have you been on the Square recently? Eaten at
the Woodshed, the Carthage Deli, or the Pie
Safe? Enjoyed coffee at Mother Road Coffee,
shopped at the Carthage Olive Oil Company or
Carthage Hardware? Older buildings in our
historic downtown provide ideal locations for
small businesses, which in turn create jobs.
Revitalization of our historic downtown also
attracts tourists and ensures they stay longer,
spend more money, spread the word, and
return. Route 66 travelers from all over the
world visit Carthage, bolstering our economy.

Education
Historic structures and places tell us about our
past. There are lessons to be learned from the
Battle of Carthage battlefield, the location of
Boots Court Motel serving travelers at the
“Crossroads of America,” and the building
materials and intricate workmanship
found in an old home.

Livability
Carthage’s historic districts are important parts
of what makes Carthage an attractive place to
live. The livability of our city brings new people,
talent, and businesses. Take the time to look at
the beautiful historic buildings and homes
throughout Carthage, such as Grace Episcopal
Church and the Phelps House. They are works
of art created with increasingly rare artisan
skills. Historic buildings and districts
also help stabilize and support
property values.

